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LABOR PARTY — HEALTH POLICY 

917. Mr J. NORBERGER to the Minister for Health: 
I note that the WA Labor 2015 platform indicates a Labor government would not extend any contracts — 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! Start again, please, member.  

Mr J. NORBERGER: I note that the WA Labor 2015 platform indicates a Labor government would not extend 
any contracts for privatised hospitals or services and would negotiate the early termination of contracts. 

Point of Order 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The standing orders are quite clear. The minister can be asked about issues in his or her 
responsibilities, not matters that are unrelated to his or her responsibilities. The platform or whatever of the 
Labor Party is unrelated to the operations of government. The member has asked the question in the wrong format. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Treasurer, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr P.C. Tinley: Muppet! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, for the second time. I want to hear this point of order. Can you repeat it, 
member for Cannington?  

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I certainly can. In accordance with the standing orders, ministers can be asked questions 
in relation to their portfolio responsibilities. The issue of what is or is not in the Labor Party’s platform is 
unrelated to the performance of the minister’s portfolio. By definition, we are in opposition; it cannot affect the 
performance of ministers’ management of their portfolios. How can they therefore be asked to comment on that 
when it does not relate to the operation of the agency?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: That is an interesting point of order.  

The SPEAKER: Hold it a minute. Did you throw something, member for Willagee?  

Mr P.C. Tinley: Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER: I do not want to name you, so do not do it, please.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: This is an interesting point of order. This question is asking about the health platform of the 
Labor Party. I would have thought as Minister for Health that was relevant to my responsibilities. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. The Minister for Health has not 
finished his point of order. Member for Cannington, please sit down.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I was just saying that it is an interesting question and for your determination clearly, 
Mr Speaker, but this relates to the health policy—not just the policy, but the health policy of Labor and what 
effect that would have — 

Several members interjected.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: This is my point of order, and it is about whether it is proper that I as health minister can 
comment on the effect of the Labor policy on the health system.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the second time.  

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Mr Speaker, I draw your attention to standing order 75(1) — 

75. Questions may be asked of — 

 (1) Ministers regarding matters under the Minister’s administrative responsibility; 

The question has been asked in the wrong format. Whoever wrote the question was too stupid and did not know 
the standing orders to make an effective question.  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup, I do not think we even heard the full question as there has been so 
much noise going on here. Could you please ask the question and then I will make a ruling.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 
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Mr J. NORBERGER: My question is to the Minister for Health. Is the minister able to advise the house what 
would happen if — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, if you want to have an early rest, you are going about it the right way. 
I never even heard the first question as there was so much noise. 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Mr Speaker, you directed the member to re-ask his question. 

The SPEAKER: That is right. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Instead, he is asking a different question. This is an abuse of the Parliament. 
The SPEAKER: Right. Just read out your question the same as you read it the first time. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr J. NORBERGER: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I do not read my questions verbatim; I just go with the vibe. So, 
just using this as a guide — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you. Just read it out the same as it was the first time. 
Mr J. NORBERGER: My question is to the Minister for Health. I note that the WA Labor 2015 platform 
indicates that a Labor government would not extend any contracts for privatised hospitals or services and would 
negotiate the early termination of contracts. Can the minister advise what the impact and consequences of such 
a policy would be? 
The SPEAKER: Sorry, that question is not in order. 
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